Affective responses to commercial and experimental auditory alarm signals for anaesthesia delivery and physiological monitoring equipment.
The affective response of subjects to the sounds of commercial and experimental auditory alarm signals was tested using a standard experimental protocol for measuring mood states and changes. Both types of signal evoked affective response. The commercial signals, however, evoked more response than the experimental signals, and that response was more negative in affect. A subset of the experimental signals, distinguished by specific acoustic characteristics, evoked particularly low levels of affect. The implications of low-affect alarms for the operating room are discussed.